Featured speakers
Heidi Schweingruber, Ph.D.,
Director, Board on Science
Education at the National
Research Council (NRC). Dr.
Schweingruber co‐directed the
foundational study for A
Framework for K‐12 Science
Education (2011), which initiated the revision of
national standards for K‐12 science education. She
co‐directed the study for Taking Science to School:
Learning and Teaching Science in Grades K‐8, and
served as an editor on the NRC report Mathematics
Learning in Early Childhood: Paths to Excellence and
Equity (2009). She co‐authored two award‐winning
books for practitioners: Ready, Set, Science! Putting
Research to Work in K‐8 Science Classrooms (2008)
and Surrounded by Science (2010). Dr.
Schweingruber is a nationally recognized leader in
leveraging research findings to catalyze
improvements in science and STEM education policy
and practice.

Val Zanchuk, President of
Graphicast, Inc., manufacturer of
precision‐machined zinc alloy
castings, and a “Best Company in
New Hampshire” twice in ten
years. Mr. Zanchuk has been
active in STEM education and workforce development
issues for over 20 years. He is past chair of the
Business and Industry Association of New Hampshire,
chair of the Manufacturing Strategic Partnership
Initiative, chair of the Governor’s Pre‐Engineering and
Technology Advisory Council, and chair of the New
Hampshire Learning Initiative. He is a board member
of the SEE Science Center in Manchester, Workforce
Accelerator 2025, and serves on the New Hampshire
State Workforce Innovation Board. Val also serves on
advisory committees for the New Hampshire Technical
Institute, CTE centers in Manchester and
Peterborough, NH, and on the legislative advisory
committee on CTE education. Mr. Zanchuk received
his BS and MEng in Metallurgy and Materials Science
from Lehigh University, and holds two US patents.

Erin Hashimoto‐Martell, Ph.D.,
Director of STEM, MA Department
of Elementary and Secondary
Education. Prior to her work at
DESE, Dr. Hashimoto‐Martell
worked for over a decade in the
Boston Public Schools where she
was a district science coach, director of instruction,
elementary science specialist, and middle school
science teacher. Additionally, she has worked at the
Boston Museum of Science, taught science methods
courses at various higher education institutions, and
was an environmental educator for the San Mateo
County Office of Education in California. Erin is
particularly committed to supporting
underrepresented groups’ engagement with science
and math, and the ability of education to facilitate
social justice.

Scott Sedberry, Strategic Alliance
Director, Texas Instruments. Mr.
Sedberry leads efforts to explore and
develop strategic partnerships for TI's
Education Technology Group. He
played a key role in leading the
collaboration of the STEM
professional organizations Advance CTE, Association of
State Supervisors of Mathematics, Council of State
Science Supervisors, and International Technology and
Engineering Educators in the joint authorship of the
paper, STEM4: The power of collaboration for change.

